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Your Family. Your Home. l

Rabbi Cohen quoted in Washington Post

By: Jacob WirtschaftgiReligion News ServiSeptember 15
US advocates for Syrian refugee resettlement find unexpected allie
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LOS ANGELESHA Advocates for Syrian refugee resettlemdrife Jerusalem has provided medical treatment to hundred
found unexpected allies as major Jewish groups have calggrash Syrian civilians and auvernment rebels, Prime
President Obama to open A Mmister Bemjdnin Netamyaludas tejectedlcalld forthi8 €ounta
seekers from the waorn Arab nation. shelter refugees.

The American Jewish resettlement agency HIAS has laungkedma Abusharar, a Galzarn immigration attorney who
petition drive calling on Obama to resettle 100,000 Syrianshianitiles approximately 80 Syrian asylum cases per month &
U.S., and Reform rabbis pledged to make refugee assistanoefatkeyc e i n Anahei m, Calif . ds
theme for High Holiday sermons and congregational activisive very helpful.

Jewi sh American groups, sayTheg Ue&ay shanbtmmueaibysthhade

worst refugee crisis since World War 1l unfolds, are joining poéiticians on this issue than the AMalme r i can co

American leaders in a critique of existing policies, whichshi@avabusharar.

sharply limited the numbers of refugees settled in the United

States. o | have 119 cases for Syrie
Anaheim, 6 he added. 0O0Theydr

OHow can a nation built b yRefugeet wayld evait up rtoo twmo yeard totbe caled fqr

turn our back on refugees fleeing religious and poiitnat er vi ew. 06

persecution, 6 said Reform | eader Rabbi Rick Jacobs i1

sent Friday (Sept. 11) to Obama and congressional leadersAuthorities move more rapidly on applicants coming frol
Mexico and Central America, he said.

Only about 1,500 Syrian refugees have been admitted to the U.S.

since the start of the civil war in 2011. The Obama administdigona has focused the Syria narrative on the Islamic State g

announced Thursday (Sept. 10) that it would accept 1@s088d of on the humanitarian disaster, according to Suza

refugees in the coming fiscal year. Akhras, founder of the Syrian American Medical Society, wh
works to provide medical assistance to refugees in the Mic
OWe know what it is |like tEashbe ademieed eanst ryar ttme rbien gt
back at borders, to be put into camps. We also know nod e wi sh community to resett]
what it is |like to have a NoetiSidge, 6 sai d Rabbi Mal col m

of Las Vegasd Temple Sinai

OHI AS has consistently call ¢
HIAS President and CEO Mark Hetfield said the requedback against discriminatory rhetoric opposing the opening
additional Syrian refugeesdoiosr saltsoo Sayrimant eref afeensar
safety. director for the Syrian American Council in Washington, D.C.

0The crisis in Syria t hr eaReprintgdwitroperchigsort frarb thd Authoe Jor dan,
perhaps even Turkey and EghtpAwapd.st/bksLvipa i d . 0This cannot
for I srael .o

Technically, Israel and Syria have been at war since 1948, and
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For a while | thought | was crazy. | thought
| was the only one up at night worrying, but
| think others in America are waking up to
the problem. Daily, | have been assailed by

essageéee. . 3
& 49 the European newspa

: L s o2 s refugee crisis emanating from Syria, Iraq,
ol steeéée. . .>5 . .

C 2 o2 o4 Libya and beyond. | also witnessed the

ool eéée. . .5 . , . .
< 2 2 deafening silence from the American media.
eee. . .9
L At least now, there seems to be awareness
eéeé. . 10
15 |t turns out t hat I

America talking about the crisis, there are
i s s uite a few others.

ee.ee. 20 g
For t'ho%ego?y%u' Wehg a5re worried about our immigration problems, please be awi;
am not talking about economic migrants, but refugees, people who have been fc
to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.

talking about folks who experienced something of what our people experienced
over half a century ago.

Does anyone remember the St. Louis? It was a Gecesamnlinemost notable for a
single voyage in 1939, in which her cafigains t av Schr °der, tr
908 Jewish refugees from Germany, after they were denied @abg, tthéJnited
States an@anada, until finally accepted in various European countries, which w
later engulfed in World War Il. Historians have estimated that, after their returr
Europe, approximately a quarter of the ship's passengers died in concentr:
camps.

My country, Britain, is only now waking up to the need to take her share of refuc
forced to flee ISIS and the militants who have caused Libya to fail. The Brii
government was directly influenced by the British people. We can do the same.
on the phone to Reid, to Heller, to Heck, to Titus, to Amodei, to Hardy. Tell the
that as Jews, who are about to welcome guests into our sukkah, that we care abc
vulnerable. Tell them that as Jews, who have just heard the call of the Shofar on
HaShanah, we want to respond to that call and be our own loud noise, helping r
those who slumber. Please see elsewhere in this edition of the Shofar for addi
information. Hear the call, be the call!

Rabbi Malcolm Cohen, Sarah, Elijah & Rachel



