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   Rabbi Cohen quoted in Washington Post 
     By: Jacob Wirtschafter| Religion News Service September 15 

   US advocates for Syrian refugee resettlement find unexpected allies 

LOS ANGELES ñ Advocates for Syrian refugee resettlement 
found unexpected allies as major Jewish groups have called on 
President Obama to open Americaõs gates to 100,000 asylum 
seekers from the war-torn Arab nation. 
 
The American Jewish resettlement agency HIAS has launched a 
petition drive calling on Obama to resettle 100,000 Syrians in the 
U.S., and Reform rabbis pledged to make refugee assistance a key 
theme for High Holiday sermons and congregational activism. 
 
Jewish American groups, saying they canõt be bystanders as the 
worst refugee crisis since World War II unfolds, are joining Arab-
American leaders in a critique of existing policies, which have 
sharply limited the numbers of refugees settled in the United 
States. 
 
òHow can a nation built by refugees from political persecution 
turn our back on refugees fleeing religious and political 
persecution,ó said Reform leader Rabbi Rick Jacobs in a letter 
sent Friday (Sept. 11) to Obama and congressional leaders. 
 
Only about 1,500 Syrian refugees have been admitted to the U.S. 
since the start of the civil war in 2011. The Obama administration 
announced Thursday (Sept. 10) that it would accept 10,000 
refugees in the coming fiscal year. 
 
òWe know what it is like to be denied entry, to be turned 
back at borders, to be put into camps. We also know now 
what it is like to have a refuge,ó said Rabbi Malcolm Cohen 
of Las Vegasõ Temple Sinai. 
 
HIAS President and CEO Mark Hetfield said the request for 
additional Syrian refugees is also a matter of ensuring Israelõs 
safety. 
 
òThe crisis in Syria threatens to destabilize Jordan, Lebanon, and 
perhaps even Turkey and Egypt,ó he said. òThis cannot be good 
for Israel.ó 
 
Technically, Israel and Syria have been at war since 1948, and 

while Jerusalem has provided medical treatment to hundreds of 
injured Syrian civilians and anti-government rebels, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has rejected calls for his country to 
shelter refugees. 
 
Akram Abusharar, a Gaza-born immigration attorney who 
handles approximately 80 Syrian asylum cases per month at his 
office in Anaheim, Calif.õs òLittle Arabia,ó said the initiative could 
be very helpful. 
 
òThe Jewish community has more capacity to move the 
politicians on this issue than the Arab-American community,ó 
said Abusharar. 
 
òI have 119 cases for Syrians pending at the asylum office in 
Anaheim,ó he added. òTheyõre not a priority for the INS. 
Refugees could wait up to two years to be called for an 
interview.ó 
 
Authorities move more rapidly on applicants coming from 
Mexico and Central America, he said. 
 
Obama has focused the Syria narrative on the Islamic State group 
instead of on the humanitarian disaster, according to Suzanne 
Akhras, founder of the Syrian American Medical Society, which 
works to provide medical assistance to refugees in the Middle 
East as well as partnering with interfaith leaders in Chicagoõs 
Jewish community to resettle 12 refugee families on that cityõs 
North Side. 
 
òHIAS has consistently called for more resettlement and pushed 
back against discriminatory rhetoric opposing the opening of 
doors to Syrian refugees,ó said Omar Hossino, public relations 
director for the Syrian American Council in Washington, D.C. 
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For a while I thought I was crazy. I thought 

I was the only one up at night worrying, but 

I think others in America are waking up to 

the problem. Daily, I have been assailed by 

the European newspapersõ stories on the 

refugee crisis emanating from Syria, Iraq, 

Libya and beyond. I also witnessed the 

deafening silence from the American media. 

At least now, there seems to be awareness. 

It turns out that Iõm not the only one in 

America talking about the crisis, there are 

quite a few others.  

 

For those of you who are worried about our immigration problems, please be aware I 

am not talking about economic migrants, but refugees, people who have been forced 

to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster. I am 

talking about folks who experienced something of what our people experienced just 

over half a century ago.  

 

Does anyone remember the St. Louis? It was a German ocean liner most notable for a 

single voyage in 1939, in which her captain, Gustav Schrºder, tried to find homes for 

908 Jewish refugees from Germany, after they were denied entry to Cuba, the United 

States and Canada, until finally accepted in various European countries, which were 

later engulfed in World War II. Historians have estimated that, after their return to 

Europe, approximately a quarter of the ship's passengers died in concentration 

camps.  

 

My country, Britain, is only now waking up to the need to take her share of refugees 

forced to flee ISIS and the militants who have caused Libya to fail. The British 

government was directly influenced by the British people. We can do the same. Get 

on the phone to Reid, to Heller, to Heck, to Titus, to Amodei, to Hardy. Tell them 

that as Jews, who are about to welcome guests into our sukkah, that we care about the 

vulnerable. Tell them that as Jews, who have just heard the call of the Shofar on Rosh 

HaShanah, we want to respond to that call and be our own loud noise, helping rouse 

those who slumber. Please see elsewhere in this edition of the Shofar for additional 

information. Hear the call, be the call! 

 

Rabbi Malcolm Cohen, Sarah, Elijah & Rachel 

Hear The Call,  

Be The Call 
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