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Temple Sinai Teen Retreat

Temple Sinai Hosts Successful 1st Annual Teen Retreat At Zion National Park
To help bolster the newly re-formed youth group at Temple Sinai, 15 teens and 4 adult chaperones led by Rabbi Malcom
Cohen held a unique indoor/outdoor Jewish program, designed specifically for the teens at Temple Sinai. The teens
participated in a variety of fellowship, Jewish life, outdoor and “just for fun” activities which kicked off with a gourmet
Shabbat dinner and service. A private cabin just outside of Zion served as “home base” for the weekend.

2

Table of Contents
President’s Message………..3
Events……………………..4
Cantorial Soloist…………...6
Religious School…………...6
Sisterhood & Men’s Club….7
Life Cycles………….…….10
Tzedakah...............................11
Temple News and Notes....16
Life Long Learning…….…17
Dine Out...............................27

Sometimes we realize the world is not
perfect, but we do not know how to fix it.
Recently, I actually got some training on
how to start. I am lucky enough that I get to
go on training seminars and conventions
from time to time, in order to refresh my
practice and give me new perspectives. In
June, I had the privilege of attending the
Fixing The World, One
national training of the Industrial Areas
Neighborhood At A Time Foundation. It’s a national group which
trains people to be Community Organizers
and Nevadans for the Common Good, of
which we are a member. This often misunderstood term, Community Organizer, is
the name given to a person who makes relationships with other people in order to
gain more power and act on issues they and others care about.
For example, I was with a very diverse group of people from Connecticut to Florida
to Maryland to Texas to London, U.K. and they all had their own stories of
Community Organizing. One Catholic Priest was arrested when he filmed the police
beating two of his congregants. He worked with others in his community to take the
officers to task. A women in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, worked with fellow inhabitants
to ensure the city was not broken in two, thereby separating and isolating rich and
poor neighborhoods. A third person, a woman in Baltimore, Maryland, had had
enough of her Community Association neglecting her neighborhood so she, along
with other locals, created a new Community Association which directly met the needs
of her and her neighbors.
All of them were equally impressed when I told them about the work we had done in
Nevada, fighting human trafficking and helping public education. What a week. To be
surrounded by people who not only cared about their local communities but were also
prepared to act on it! The list of victories that had been won around the whole
country was truly amazing. Even more than that, these groups train people to be
leaders and effective leaders at that, finding talented people and helping them achieve
their dreams in order to make as many neighborhoods the best that they can be.
Lastly, they help folks to realize that while there are plenty of good politicians out
there, we need regular people like you and me to be involved in the democratic
process to hold them accountable. Nothing could be more Jewish than being
proactive in fixing the world.
If you want to find out more about the training I did, how it might impact the
congregation and how you can get involved, come and find me at Temple and I can
tell you more.

Picture courtesy of Ryan Reisman

L’shalom/To Peace
Rabbi Malcolm Cohen
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President’s Message
These are the dog days of summer in Las Vegas, and for Temple
Sinai it is a time for us to begin our preparation for the holiest of
days. I do want to brief you quickly on a few items as we move
into September in a continuous and collective effort to keep our
congregation informed on all the happenings at our campus.
July has come and gone, but not without some exciting news to
report. Heather has made her debut with us as our Cantorial
Soloist and hopefully you have had a chance to hear her beautiful
voice along with her joyful attitude. Please take a few minutes to
introduce yourself and welcome her to our family, our home.
Our first Temple Sinai cookout took place on the campus with yours truly as well as the
Board members as the “special” cooks for the event. We had a great turnout and we
certainly hope everyone left satisfied with full bellies despite our culinary skills!
As we near High Holy Days, it is also my responsibility to remind the congregation to
begin pondering their Kol Nidre donation. I certainly hope that we have continued to
provide all of you with multiple opportunities to be a part of our congregation through
programming and worship so that you feel the same deep sense of community as I do.
Finally, it is important that we continue to keep an open door policy and have
transparency between the Board and the congregation. To accomplish this, we will be
holding a Town Hall Meeting on Sunday August 23rd at 9:30am. This will give our
members an opportunity to be more informed of the latest issues in our congregation as
well as a platform to voice any concerns or questions. We encourage every member to
attend.
My door is always open
Julie Ann Littmann
President Temple Sinai
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Events
Every Friday Night - Shabbat Worship at 7:30pm
Every Second Friday Night – Congregational Shabbat
Dinner at 6:00pm
Every Saturday Morning Worship - 10am unless there is
a Bar/Bar Mitzvah, then Torah service precedes morning
worship at 9:00am

Every Wednesday
7:00pm Boy Scout Meeting
Every Thursday
6:30pm Mahjong
6:30pm Choir Rehearsals
Tuesday, August 4
11:00am Marketing Meeting
6:30pm Fundraising Committee Meeting
Wednesday, August 5
2:00pm Finance Committee Meeting
6:00pm Shofar Choir Practice
Sunday, August 9
10:00am Men's Club Breakfast
Tuesday, August 11
6:00pm Ritual Meeting
Wednesday, August 12
6:00pm Shofar Choir Practice
6:30pm Programming Committee Meeting
Saturday, August 15
9:00am Torah Study
10:00am Shabbat Morning Worship Including Bar Mitzvah
of Ethan Cohen
Sunday, August 16
10:00am Religious School Open House
10:00am Sisterhood Welcome
Tuesday, August 18
6:00pm Conversion Class
Wednesday, August 19
2:00pm Finance Committee Meeting
6:00pm Shofar Choir Practice

Sunday, August 23
9:30am Town Hall Meeting
4:00pm Hadassah Educational Program
Monday, August 24
7:00pm Bingo
Tuesday, August 25
6:15pm Temple Sinai Board Meeting
6:30pm Caring Committee Meeting
7:00pm Book Club
Wednesday, August 26
3:00pm Dine Out – Bagel Café
6:00pm Shofar Choir Practice

August 2015

5

From the Desk of Heather Klein
When I turned 18 and graduated
from Bonanza High School, I
couldn’t wait to leave Las Vegas.
Don’t get me wrong; I loved my
parents, grandparents, friends,
voice teacher and community. But
I wanted more culture.
To me, singing opera was my
dream. My voice teacher here
always supported the idea of me leaving town and learning
more, and I couldn’t wait. I went to San Francisco and
enrolled in the Conservatory of Music for vocal
performance. I came back to Las Vegas several times a year,
visiting family and friends and singing at the synagogue I
grew up in Temple Beth Am in Summerlin. Every year on
High Holy Days I would graciously be given solos and duets,
and on Saturday mornings I would daven with my father and
the Rabbi.
After I received my bachelor’s from the Conservatory, I took
on auditions, projects and shows to boost my resume.
Joining a big-time opera company right away was a long shot,
so to work as a professional singer, I thought, what about
synagogues? I wasn’t thinking about a career in Jewish music
during my time at the Conservatory, but I long had a passion
for it. I had attended The Hebrew Academy, now known as
The Adelson Educational Campus, until high school, and
one of my favorite memories there was learning songs for
Hanukkah. We performed under tents on Summerlin
roundabouts during the holidays and drank hot chocolate.
I started teaching and singing at synagogues around the Bay
Area, but spent most of the time at three in particular —
Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos Hills, Temple Beth
Torah in Fremont, California and at Peninsula Temple Beth
El in San Mateo. Along the way, I also discovered my love
for Yiddish music.
When I was 22 I sang “Rumanye Rumenye” at my
grandfather’s 80th birthday at a local restaurant in Las Vegas.
After I sang that song, I made it a part of my final
undergraduate recital at the Conservatory with an ensemble
of classical instrumentalists. After that, I met a woman — a
veteran of the Yiddish music scene — who threw me right
into her world and became a mentor to me. I fell in love. I
continued performing Yiddish, producing two albums, while
also doing Cantorial work and auditions and shows in the
classical and operatic genres.

Cont. on page 6

Religious School News
Summer at Shenker Academy brings
much excitement and educational value
to our children.
The thematic structure of the summer
camp enables us, the educators, to focus each week on a different facet of
summer type of activities, from beach
and sports, to dinosaurs, space, books,
and cooking. Our themes are planned to be within the classrooms, as well as in the media room, music room and art
room. We are fortunate this year to use the Religious School
classrooms for these activities, and our staff was trained to
use the smart boards in these rooms to full capacity.
Parallel to our busy Shenker summer, we are planning our
next school year at Shenker and at our Religious School.
This planning includes touring the facility with prospective
parents, as well as recruiting new staff members as needed,
and revising the curriculum for 2015-16.
As always, we look for volunteers for the PTO at Shenker
and the Religious School. If you would like to help in the
next school year, please contact Kim at
school@templesinailv.org.
Wishing you a continuing joyful summer,
Dr. Sharon Knafo
Education Director

Shofar Choir

You may not be able to sing a note but you can
toot your own horn! To be part of the Shofar
Choir over the High Holy Days, please contact
Renato at Renato.r.ritter.@gmail.com or
(702)768-7607. No experience required!
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Cont. from page 5

This whole time, I kept coming back to Vegas several times a year
to visit my parents. And each time I returned, I noticed all the
changes. There were new and interesting restaurants popping up,
the Springs Preserve, the Smith Center, downtown. Sambalatte
opened in Boca Park, and local musicians were performing there.
Las Vegas was finally getting some real, local culture.
Then, in late 2010 I met Eli, who is now my husband. After we
started dating, I brought him to Vegas a few times to visit, and he
always liked it. We came to Temple Sinai a couple of times, we
went on hikes at Red Rock, and we ate at Vintner Grill. And then,
oddly enough, Eli got a job here. He moved to Vegas in summer
of 2012. I stayed in San Francisco, and we flew back and forth
constantly until we got married this past May.
When I learned about Temple Sinai earlier this year, I wasn’t sure
if it would be the right decision for me. But as I interviewed with
people here and met the amazing staff, and saw friends from my
childhood, I did what I once thought was unthinkable: I moved
back to Las Vegas, and I was really, really excited about it.

Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Cohen
Ethan Haim Cohen is the son of
Isaac Joseph and Michelle Cohen.
Ethan Haim is called to Torah as a
Bar Mitzvah at Temple Sinai on
August 15, 2015.
Ethan was born in Las Vegas and
currently attends Cadwallader
Middle School. He is an exceptional athlete; he plays tight end in
tackle football for Arbor View High School Junior Aggies.
He is an outstanding bass guitar player, and all the while
maintaining A’s and B’s on his report cards.
Ethan has a natural and instinct to help people. He often
volunteers his time to other students at school that struggle with courses, gaining him the adoration of his teachers.

For Ethan’s Mitzvah projects he helped his dad at Jewish
War Veterans Post 64, collecting money at annual Poppy
Drives to help house, feed, and provide social services to
homeless US Veterans. He was also instrumental in putWarmly,
ting together bags of food for homeless veterans at two
Heather
Veteran Stand Downs, one for the Department of Veterans Affairs and one for US Vets. As a family, we put together bagged lunches and drove to areas of town where
Social Action Committee
there are a lot of homeless people. Ethan hand delivered
these bagged lunches to random homeless people on the
August: We have one very important project scheduled street. Ethan said he had come away with a much bigger
for this month:
perspective on the commandment of charity.
The Committee is once again collecting school supplies for
students - Kindergarten through 12th grade, who might
otherwise begin school without the required classroom
items. Jewish Family Service, the organization to whch we
will bring the supplies and which in turn distributes them
throughout the Clark County School System, would ideally
like 100 backpacks, along with 3-ring binders, glue sticks,
loose leaf paper, colored highlighters, #2 pencils, colored
pencils, crayons, scissors, black markers, pocket folders,
composition books, pens, spiral notebooks, and rulers.
Fliers with this list are available at the Temple, and the bins
in which you can drop your school items are in the front
hall, alongside the wall adjoining the office. The closing date
for drop-offs is August 7.
If you prefer, you can donate a gift card and even purchase
Temple Sinai’s scrip for Walmart or Target.

The kids thank you and we thank you!

Ethan’s parents are very proud of him and we look forward to serving the Jewish people and the community
with him, through Temple Sinai, with the guidance of
Rabbi Cohen and with the Temple Sinai Leadership, the
Education Department, and Elders.
Cont. from front cover
On Saturday, the teens set out to explore the eastern area of
Zion National Park by making their own trail which wound
through the beautiful and majestic red rock formations that are
unique to the area. After an hour or so of hiking, in this very
secluded area, and upon reaching a seemingly “dead end,” the
group stopped to enjoy lunch and an interactive torah service.
That afternoon, the teens zip lined, played a variety of crazy and
fun team building games and built a backyard campfire. The
evening ended with the Havdalah blessings under the stars and
around the campfire, followed by movie night.
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From Your Sisterhood
Hello Temple ladies. It is August and
the summer is coming to a close even
though the heat will be here for a
while. This year’s calendar is below
and this month we are having a
Welcome Member Meeting Sunday
August 16th at 10am at the Temple.
If you haven’t registered for
Sisterhood yet, please come and signup at the event.
Sisterhood 2015-16 Calendar
Board Meetings 3rd Sunday
General Meetings 3rd Sunday
2015
8/16 9am
10am Welcome Meeting
9/20 9am
None
10/18 9am
10am Member Brunch
11/15 9am
10am TBD
12/20 9am
12th**5pm
Holiday Dance
2016
1/17 9am
1/24 10am Bingo & Brunch - CNT
2/21 9am
10am Fashion Show
3/20 9am
10am Zayde’s Attic Sale
4/7
9am
4/13***5pm Women's Seder
5/15 9am
5/6****7:30pm Sisterhood Shabbat
6/26 9am
*10am Annual Meeting
*4th Sunday ** Saturday ***Wednesday ****Friday
The August Sisterhood Welcome Meeting will feature, guest
speaker Minnie Wood, APRN speaking on women’s health
issues and opportunities and living a happy and healthy life.
There will be an opportunity for Q&A so ask away!
The Sisterhood’s Gift Shop is open during Temple hours of
operation. Please contact the office to peruse the goods! As
usual, Friday evenings and Sunday mornings Sisterhood will
be attending the shop. The Sisterhood Gift Shop offers
invitations for any celebration and SPECIAL ORDERS! Get
your Bar/Bat Mitzvah shopping done in one convenient
location! If you are interested in helping out in the Gift Shop,
please contact Karen Parness at kaparness@gmail.com.
Sisterhood is always looking for fun-loving conscientious
ladies to join the fun. Contact Marge Nordell for more
information at margenordell@aol.com. As always, any
woman who is a member of Temple Sinai is welcome to join
the Sisterhood.
Shalom,
Tina Drago

From Your Men’s Club
May Your Well-Being Abound!

“Daniel was brought up out of the lions’
den, and no injury was found on him, for
he had trusted in his G-d. … Then King
Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of
every language that inhabit the earth, ‘May
your well-being abound! I have hereby
ordered that … men must tremble in fear
before the G-d of Daniel, for He is the
living G-d who endures forever!’ … Thus
Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and during the
reign of Cyrus the Persian.” – Daniel 6:24-29
It is August, and that means, for those who take note of such
things, that the astrological calendar (developed by the ancient
Persians) tells us we are under the sign of Leo, the Lion. If we
are keeping score, both my wife and my father are Leos, as is
one of our family dogs, so it is never difficult for me to
remember which particular sign this time of year represents.
This year, the appearance of the Lion on an ancient Persian
calendar has me thinking about a particular story involving lions
and ancient Persia, told in Chapter 6 of the Book of Daniel in
our Hebrew Bible. We all know the story: Daniel, “one of the
exiles of Judah” (Daniel 5:13) living in Babylon, who had been
helpful to the king, prayed faithfully to the G-d of Israel,
thereby disobeying an order of King Darius which prohibited
addressing any petition or prayer to anyone other than Darius,
the great king. Under pressure from his advisors, Darius ordered
Daniel thrown into the lions’ den, fervently hoping, as the story
tells us, that Daniel’s G-d would deliver him. When, the
following day, Daniel emerged from the lions’ den unharmed,
Darius “was very glad” (Daniel 6:24), so much so that he issued
another order, this time declaring that, not he himself, but
instead “the G-d of Daniel … is the living G-d who endures
forever!”
Though we all know the story well and tell it to our children,
how many of us recall the opening line of King Darius’ postmiracle proclamation? The king of Persia writes “to all peoples
and nations of every language that inhabit the earth” – basically,
to everyone on the planet – to declare the supremacy of the G-d
of Israel. That would have been huge news, I’d imagine. And
yet, before delivering that news to the whole world, in a greeting
that is simply effulgent with relief and joy, Darius writes: “May
your well-being abound!” This greeting perhaps works as a bit
of foreshadowing and dramatic irony as well, since it was
Darius’ successor Cyrus who later ended the Babylonian
captivity and allowed the Jews to return to Judah, where their
well-being did indeed again abound.
Cont. on page 15
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Bondage to Busyness
Part One of a special Three Part Series
BY: ALAN MORINIS

Can you remember a time when you weren’t so busy? Instead of making life easier and more
leisurely, technology seems to give us so much more to do. We may be able to keep in touch
with many more people and get done in a day what once took a week, but who doesn’t feel
run ragged? Expectations of us in our jobs, as well as for our children, parents, spouses, and
ourselves, rise ever higher. We sleep less, are “on” more, and still many of us can never get to
© Snapwire / Mark Espenschied
doing what matters most to us.
There are so many costs to living such a depleting lifestyle: a host of illnesses, especially heart and digestive diseases; undermined relationships; lowered work performance; loss of peace of mind. The greatest cost of all is becoming so enslaved to our
whirlwind ways of living that we are no longer even aware that there could be another way to live.
We aren’t the first people to draw a connection between busyness and slavery. In the Exodus story, Pharaoh connived to use
this insight to oppress his Jewish slaves. When Moses and Aaron approached him to let the people of Israel go free, he issued
the following command to the taskmasters:
You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and gather straw for themselves. But the number of bricks that
they made in the past you shall impose on them....Therefore they cry, “Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.” Let heavier work be laid on the men
that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words. (Exodus 5:7–9)
Pharaoh recognized that being consumed by busyness would keep the Israelites from seeking their freedom. Invoking this passage, the 18th-century teacher Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto identifies an inner Pharaoh we all carry around: the yetzer hara, the
inner impulse always at the ready to challenge and undermine our aspirations to be and do good:
One of the clever devices of the yetzer hara is to mount unrelenting pressure against the hearts of people so as to leave them no leisure to consider and
observe the type of life they are leading. For it realizes that if they were to devote even a slight degree of attention to their ways...they would immediately
begin to repent of their deeds and that regret would grow in them until they would leave off sinning altogether. This consideration underlay the counsel of
the wicked Pharaoh in his statement, “Intensify the people’s labors...” His intention was not merely to deprive them of all leisure so that they would not
come to oppose him or plot against him, but he strove to strip their hearts of all thought…. (Path of the Just, ch. 2)
When we live chained to tasks, activities, and habits, we lose our capacity to think clearly and deeply about the big picture of our
lives, to weigh the questions that will give them purpose and direct them toward our highest potential: Are the things I am doing
worthwhile? Will they lead me where I want to go? Will they cause the light of holiness to shine brighter in my life and in the world?
How can we make time for such things? After all, there are emails to answer, posts to “like,” kids to drive to after-school activities, a dog to walk, parents to visit. There’s a meeting at the temple, an opening at the gallery, plus work to get done before tomorrow’s deadline.
Do you have to “hit bottom” and learn the lesson from a heart attack or a divorce, or can you shake yourself awake and choose
wisely right now to get off the racing treadmill? The tradition of Mussar, an 1100-year-old Jewish pathway toward fulfilling each
human being’s higher potential, can provide guidance on how to change course.
(to be continued next month…)
Alan Morinis, author of Everyday Holiness and With Heart in Mind, is founder and dean of The Mussar Institute, which provides courses on developing and improving inner life traits as spiritual practice; and is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism Faculty of expert practitioners.

Reprinted with permission from ReformJudaism.org. See more at: http://www.reformjudaism.org/bondage-busyness
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Yahrzeits

Birthdays
Cindy
Adam
Lucille
Tamatha
Steven
Stan
Edward
Marvin
Eric
Zachary
Dorothy
Phillip
Justice
Meghan
Dean
Sarah
Stephen
Karly
Steven
Stephanie
Lee
Jessica
Donald
Rica
Joan
Jennifer
Melissa
Lester
Joan
Mitchell
Shanna
Linda
Meera
Suni
Robert
Gerald
Andi
Ann

Davis
Cinelli
Weinberger
Canckwell
Gleicher
Broselow
Pendleton
Fisher
Labastida
Smith
Klegerman
Patzik
Farr
Roter
Minuskin
Ostrovsky
Seiden
Perez
Sanders
Lachman
Schreiber
Markowitz
Schoengold
Fitzhugh
Lessman
Graff
Heck
Sherman
Lessman
Cohen
Meyer
Rubin
Kamegai
Chabrow
Cohen
Schwartz
Scully
Jenner

8/1
8/2
8/2
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/4
8/4
8/5
8/5
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/9
8/9
8/10
8/10
8/10
8/11
8/11
8/11
8/12
8/12
8/12
8/12
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/16

Harley
Apryl
Joan
Karin
Sophie
Lawrence
Barbara
Elana
Victoria
Phyllis
Eliah
James
Janice
Mark
Raymonde
Harold
Robert
Kim
Melissa
Sarah
Deborah
Max
Alex
Brendan
Laurence
Benjamin
Isaac
Bret
Ruth
David
Kate
Carl
Roslyn
Sonya
Tedi
Michelle
Ezekiel

Antflick
Lyttle
Kline
Wegner
Hoffman
Epstein
Miller
Appleyard
Shulman
Bernstein
Atlas
Scott
Shumow
Snyder
Fiol
Handelman
Schlossberg
Forni
Hirsch
Chaltiel
Breslerman
Cohler
Minkoff
Kaufman
Davis
Fitzhugh
Cohen
Birdsong
Reicker
Wegner
Harris-Golodner
Miller
Levitt
Horowitz
Sagal
Cohen
Labastida

Please Welcome our New
Members
Brian & Melissa Goldberg
and Harry Samuel

8/16
8/16
8/16
8/18
8/18
8/18
8/18
8/18
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/23
8/23
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/29
8/31

Matilda
Martin
Alexander
Allan
A.
Mildred
Dorothy
Francine
Cheryl
Pauline
Marla
Evelyn
Sylvia
Jacob
Carmen
Ninel
Warren
Sonny
Rose
Daniel
Ida
Beverly
Larry
Dorothy
Larry
Lillian
Larry
Ida

Jenner
Farkas
Hopgood
Braverman
Pullman
Karant
Broselow
Rosen
Kesselman
Messinger
Schellberg
Newman
Garfinkel
Leader
Marquez
Shipota
Rutsky
Anderson
Joseph
Reisman
Orzen
Horowitz
Nelson
Fishel
Nelson
Corday
Nelson
Karbal

8/1 Anne
8/1 Morton
8/1 Albert
8/2 Sidney
8/2 Richard
8/2 Carmen
8/3 Peter
8/3 Murry
8/3 David
8/5 Frank
8/5 Edythe
8/6 Minnie
8/6 Harold
8/7 Harry
8/7 Robert
8/7 Victor
8/8 Rosalyn
8/8 Frank
8/9 Linda
8/10 Philip
8/11 Bella
8/11 Douglas
8/12 Yetta
8/12 Abraham
8/12 Nancy
8/13 Bernard
8/13 Jack
8/14

Kriegshaber
Freeman
Glazerman
Levin
Shiff
Spring
Littmann
Feigenbaum
Barstack
Chabrow
Vinocur
Shakman
Sussman
Schwartz
Lyons
Chaltiel
Stein
Chabrow
Jacobs Cohen
Lobock
Kranen
Green
Fuhr
Shiff
Gallagher
Klein
Marcus

8/15
8/15
8/16
8/16
8/17
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/23
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31

Anniversaries
Karen & Scott
Eric & Sharon
Abe & Rory
Howard & Jacalynne
Abraham & Sheila
Mark & Lucie
Howard & Ricki
Edward & Nancy
Harvey & Debra
Jacob & Susan
Donald & Corole
Marsha Genard &
Michael & Faith
Stuart & Doreen

Mairs
Labastida
Geller
Kramer
Schwartz
Sample
Greenspon
Pendleton
Browne
Klein
Schoengold
Vera Ginsburg
Rosenblum
Mann

8/1
8/4
8/5
8/7
8/9
8/14
8/15
8/18
8/20
8/20
8/22
8/25
8/25
8/31

11th Anniversary
13th Anniversary
11th Anniversary
49th Anniversary
28th Anniversary
44th Anniversary
50th Anniversary
36th Anniversary
54th Anniversary
48th Anniversary
50th Anniversary
26th Anniversary
2nd Anniversary
36th Anniversary
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Tzedakah
Eitz Tzedakah…the Tree of Donations delineates opportunities to participate in Tzedakah at Temple Sinai. Please contact
the Tzedakah chairperson (Shel Kolner 702.334.8914) if you have any questions or suggestions.
The Tree of Donations
Tributes
Tributes Listed in the Shofar
Birthday/Anniversary/Yahrzeits
Monthly ad in Shofar
Shabbat Flyer Sponsorship
E-blast Monthly Sponsorship
Honey Sales - Rosh Hashanah
Note Card Bundle of 7
Tree of Life Leaves
Tree of Life Pebbles
Pavers
Bima Flowers
Memorial Plaque - Member
Memorial Plaque - Non-member
Reserved Memorial Plaque
Oneg Shabbat Sponsorship
Sustainability Campaign
Yizkor Booklet (Yom Kippur)

Minimum Donation
$8.00
$18.00
Various-no minimum
$15.00 +
$18.00
$18.00
$10.00
$36.00
$150.00
$225.00
$118.00
$200.00
$400.00
$500.00
Add $60.00
$300.00
Various, no minimum
Various

FAQ's
Can I designate the donation to go to specific funds?
Yes, funds available include The General Fund, Rabbi’s Discretionary
Fund, Cantor’s Discretionary Fund, the Endowment Fund, the Gertrude
Scholarship Fund, the Religious School Fund and The Richard Greenberg
Memorial Fund.
Where can I see what the Note Card Bundle looks like?
In the Sisterhood Gift shop. These cards allow you to write personal
notes to family and friends. The card indicates a donation was made to
the Temple Sinai General Fund.
Where can I see what a paver looks like?
They are in the courtyard just as you go out the door from the main foyer.
Can I pay for the larger donations over a period of time?
Yes! Arrangements may be made through the controller, Lori, in the
office.
Who can answer detailed questions on the Tzedakah list? Most of the
leadership of the Temple can answer questions or you can refer them to
Shel Kolner at his phone listed above or at trushel@earthlink.net.

Contact
Office 702.254.5110 ext. 1
Office 702.254.5110 ext. 1
Office 702.254.5110 ext. 1
Shel Kolner 702.334.8914
Shel Kolner 702.334.8914
Shel Kolner 702.334.8914
Dorothy Cohen 702.228.7040
Sisterhood Gift Shop 702.254.5110 ext. 1
Jackie Kolner 702.228.4744
Jackie Kolner 702.228.4744
Jackie Kolner 702.228.4744
Office 702.254.5110 ext. 1
Shel Kolner 702.334.8914
Shel Kolner 702.334.8914
Office 702.254.5110 ext. 1
Julie Littmann 702.254.5110
Marge Nordell 702.896.1610

High Holy Days Schedule
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Social Action/Justice Committee
Nevadans for the Common Good
2015 Legislative Accomplishments
Thank you for participating in Nevadans for the Common
Good! Due to your hard work and the involvement of
your congregation/institution, we were able to accomplish
the following things during the 2015 Legislative Session:

Increased funding for public education by over $500
million. This money will be targeted for carefully designed
programs that target the most disadvantaged children. This
includes new programs for children living in poverty,
English Language Learners, special education students and
other important initiatives. We will continue to monitor
the implementation of these programs.
Addressed the needs of seniors and their family
caregivers. The CARE Act has been signed into law. This
bill recognizes the important role of family caregivers and
improves communication between hospitals and
caregivers. We also increased the number of Medicaid
Home and Community-Based Waiver slots by 173. These
waivers enable low-income seniors to obtain in-home
services and avoid being institutionalized.
We also supported several other measures addressing
topics such as guardianship, immigration, teaching
scholarships and many more.
Together we are improving the quality of life for our
community. We look forward to the work that we will do
together in the coming months and years!

Cont. from page 7
The mission of the Temple Sinai Men’s Club echoes King
Darius’ proclamation. We seek to ensure that well-being
abounds both within and without the walls of our synagogue.
Whether raising funds for an important project like the new
High Holy Day siddurim or new Hebrew curriculum for the
Religious School, or offering practical assistance to our
membership or other members of our community, the Men’s
Club is always animated by a desire to see the cause of
goodness prosper. I hope you will join us for the 2015-2016
year and be a part of the work we are doing. And, in so doing,
may your own well-being, and that of many others, abound!
Kol tuv,
Sean Lyttle

Food Collection for the High Holidays
We will be handing out paper bags at our Rosh Hashona
services, Sunday, September 13, for you to take home, fill
with non-perishable food items, and return the filled bag on
Yom Kippur. We will then distribute the food to the
Jewish Family Service. If you can’t make it to Services,
please feel free to stop by the Temple any time before Yom
Kippur (September 22) to pick up your bag.

If you have any question, please ask Annette Alexander or
Lucie Sample, as they have volunteered to take care of the
distribution.
Thank you so much for helping.
Karyn Alexander and Gail Dupre’, Co-Chairs
Annette Alexander and Lucy Sample, Committee Members

Rosh Hashanah/Chanukah Greetings
The Tzedakah committee is offering 2 new ways to wish all your
Temple Sinai family and friends a Happy New Year and/or
Happy Chanukah. For $18 you can do either one or for $30 you
can do both. Your name(s) will be listed in the Shofar, wishing
all your friends a happy holiday. Questions? Call Shel Kolner
702.334.8914
I want to wish the Temple Sinai family members a:
___ Happy New Year

$18

___ Happy Chanukah

$18

___ Both

$30

Please mark it from _________________________________
Phone _________________________________
____ Enclosed is a check for $_______
___Please charge to my account on file.
______________________________
Signature
Send to Temple Sinai office 9901 Hillpointe Rd., Las Vegas, NV
89134 or call the Temple 702.254.5110 ext.1 to order over the
phone.
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Temple News and Notes
Safe Nest Drop Off Box
Temple Sinai continues its support for Safe Nest by
housing a drop off box on site. Safe Nest is Nevada’s
largest and most comprehensive charity devoted solely
to domestic violence issues. Safe Nest’s programs are
concentrated in four areas of service: shelter,
counseling, advocacy and prevention. Safe Nest
accepts clothing, toys and baby supplies. For a
comprehensive list please visit their website
www.safenest.org . The drop off box is located on east
side of the property near the center of the parking lot.
For donation receipts please see Lisa in the office.

Announcing Dedication
Pavers
Pavers are customized bricks used to honor your friends
and family whose names will be placed in the decorative
walkway in our courtyard next to the Hebrew School
classrooms. Note, they are not intended as memorials
since people will be walking on them.
Pavers are 7 1/8” by 3 1/4 inch and may contain up to 3
lines of engraving, with 16 characters per line including
spaces.
A donation of $118 for each custom paver is required.
Please call the office or Shel Kolner at 702.334.8914 to
order and arrange payment.
Examples:

Steve & Susie
Goldbergstein
And Family

Shlomo Ben Yosef
Bar Mitzvah
Sept. 11, 1954

Temple Sinai Personal Tribute Cards
Have you seen the personal tribute cards? If not, they are
available in our Sisterhood gift shop. Please stop and take
a look. These cards match our standard tribute cards but
are used to send personal notes. They allow you to
convey your personal sentiments to family and friends
while still indicating to them that a donation was made in
their honor to the Temple Sinai general fund. The cards
are available in 7-packs for $36.00. They are also available
by calling Dorothy Cohen (702.228.7040) or Phyllis
Feigenson (973.525.7799). Talk to the ladies or stop in at
the gift shop. You will be happy you did.

Temple Sinai Time Capsule
As a result of the efforts of several members, including
Archie Weitman, Dr. Lawrence Copeland, Frances
Copeland, Steve Haberkorn, Mark Ohriner, Myron
Bernstein, Meera Kamegai and Seymour Kaplan, Temple
Sinai is putting together a Time Capsule. It will be placed
into a wall in our small Shul. The location will be marked
by a plaque on the wall.
If you have any information, including pictures, and any
personal history that relates to the history of Temple Sinai,
we would love to have you submit that information for
placement in the Time Capsule.
All of the information provided for the Time Capsule will
be private. It should be placed into sealed envelopes,
marked “Time Capsule”, and brought to the Temple.

Thank you in advance for your participation.
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Lifelong Learning At Temple Sinai
Temple Sinai is a warm and welcoming Reform Jewish
community engaged in lifelong learning, social justice, and soulful
worship.

Sisterhood & Men’s Club
Both of these groups work within the synagogue to
provide fascinating speakers and educational events.

Lifelong Learning (Torah) – Wherever you find yourself,
we want to help you get to the next stage of your Jewish journey.
We offer formal and informal opportunities for learners to find
genuine meaning and answers to keenly felt moral questions and
personal issues within the Jewish tradition.

Senior Committee
This committee will connect you with learning
opportunities around the valley. Look for their events
through our communications.

You will notice that we have a wonderful range of events from
stand-alone events to three-session mini-courses to a two-year indepth study. For this congregation, the social experience of
learning is extremely important alongside the content of our
study. We hope that you will deepen your connections to our
heritage and each other as you move to the next stage of your
journey.

L’shalom/To Peace
Rabbi Malcolm Cohen
Conversion Class
Contact Rabbi Cohen at rabbi@templesinailv.org or
(702) 254-5110 if you are considering converting to
Judaism.
Florence Melton Adult Mini-School
The Florence Melton Adult Mini-School is a world
pioneer in the field of adult Jewish education. The
Mini-School, a social franchise, forms an international
network of community-based schools offering adults
the opportunity to acquire Jewish literacy in an open,
trans-denominational, intellectually stimulating
learning environment. The Florence Melton Adult
Mini-School is the largest pluralistic adult Jewish
education network in the world. For details of the
Vegas branch at which Rabbi Cohen teaches, contact
Lynn Wexler-Margolies at las_vegas@fmams.org.il or
(702) 875-5387.

Religious School and Youth Group
Our Religious school offers formal and informal
learning opportunities for young people from prekindergarten age through High School. For more
information, please contact the Temple office.
Tuition
$575 K - 2nd Grade
$720 3rd - 7th Grade
$460 8th - 12th Grade
Discount for Each Additional Child (after the first) $50.
Saturday Morning Torah Study Sessions
Saturdays, 10:00 am - 11:30 am in the small shul.
Shabbat Morning services enhanced by a stimulating
Torah study session held during the service. All are
welcome. No RSVP required. If there is a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah, then Torah Study begins at 9am.
Social Media
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
@templesinailv
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Committees at Temple Sinai

Tots Shabbat
Friday, September 4th
6:15 PM to 6:45 PM
Bring your little ones, ages 1-5
for a lovely service just for kids (and their parents)!

Caring - Laurie Kelman—laurie.caring@gmail.com
Education – Sharon Knafo – eddirector@templesinailv.org
Fundraising—Jack Klein—j.klein44@icloud.com
Marketing & PR – Stephanie Helms – helms.stephanie@gmail.com
Membership – Bob Levin – rmlevinnv@gmail.com
Mens Club – Sean Lyttle – sean.d.little.jd@gmail.com
Music – Cantor Gindlin – cantor@templesinailv.org
Programming – Open
Retreat – Jackie & Shel Kolner – trushel@earthlink.net
Ritual – Les Gilbert – mrgilbertmath@hotmail.com
Sisterhood – Tina Drago – tatadrago@gmail.com
Social Action – Karyn Silber & Gail Dupre – klhs951@aol.com
Tzedakah – Shel Kolner – trushel@earthlink.net

What’s ahead in our Torah
July 31- Aug 1 Va-et’chanan Moses speaks the
watchwords of our faith, but his pleas to enter the
land are again rebuffed. He warns us about worshiping the false gods we will encounter.
Aug 7 - 8 Ekev Moses tells us not to fear the nations who live in the land we are about to inhabit.
The land overflows with milk and honey.
Aug 14 – 15 Re’eh “See, I place before you blessings and curses.” G-d says through Moses. The
Blessings will come through our faithfulness to Gd’s laws.
Aug 21 - 22 Shoftim The cities of refuge are described. Laws of peace time and war time are set
forth.
July 31- Aug 1 Ki Teitzei Various civil and criminal laws are recounted, along with proper laws of
commerce. We are told to remember what Amalek
did to us.
Presented by the Temple Sinai
Ritual Committee
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Advertising and Sponsorship
An easy and important way you can help support your
Temple is by utilizing our advertising and sponsorship
programs. We need your help in finding advertisers. The
programs are:
Shofar advertising - starting at $15 is a really good deal for
businesses in the area. They get to 350 families in print or
online. All we need to contact them are a person’s name
and their e-mail address. We take care of the rest. Please
volunteer some names and addresses. See below.
E-blast Sponsorship - The weekly e-blast can contain addon advertising. The advertiser gets 5 weekly e-blasts for
$18, a very easy but effective way to get to the 600
members on our e-mail list. All we need is the person’s
name and their e-mail address. We take care of the rest.
Shabbat Flyer Sponsorship - Personal messages may be
displayed in the flyer. e.g. Sponsor in honor of your
anniversary or birthday. An easy way to support your
Temple and it is only $18. This may be coordinated with
Oneg Shabbat sponsorships.
To do any of the above or to supply information requested
above, contact Shel Kolner (702.228.4744 or 702.334.8914)
or send an e-mail to trushel@earthlink.net.

August 2015
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A Note from your
Ritual & Tzedakah Committees

The High Holy Days are right
around the corner
Rosh Hashanah begins Sept. 13th
Yom Kippur begins Sept. 22nd

Keep a look out for information and signup forms for the

5776 Yizkor Book
Book of Remembrance
Coming in the mail

August 2015

21

Donations

General Donations

Prayer Books

Art's Auto Service
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Broselow IMO Steve Broselow
Steve Taylor and Evelyn Brunner IMO Michael Brunner
& Josefine Gruenspanova
Mr. Franklin Curhan IMO Anna Ostrow-Curhan
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Feigenson IMO Philip Feigenson
Mr. David Friedland IMO Leon Friedland
Mr. & Mrs. Les Gilbert
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Greenberg IMO Leon Fineman
Ms. Judith Heck
Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Kolner
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Leader IMO William Leader
Mr. Brain Messing
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Shinder
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Steiner
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Steiner IMO Rose Tira
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Steiner IHO Sol Steiner Birthday
Steve and Sharon Solomon IMO Esther Solomon and Al
Fishel
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Solomon
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Toban IMO Betty Toban

Shelley Copeland IMO Sidney Hebert Copland & IHO
Frances Klein Copland

Richard Greenberg Memorial Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Bernstein
Ms. Harriet Jacobson
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Everakes IHO Harry Kelman's
70th Birthday
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Feigenson
Mr. Robert Levin & Mrs. Eileen (Bellsey) Levin

Endowment Fund
Mrs. Ellen Bodner
Mrs. Myrna Brown
Dr. Donald Cole & Mrs. Cheryle Talley-Cole
Ms. Frances Copeland
Dr. Lawrence & Mrs. Linda Copeland
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Drago
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Les Gilbert
Mrs. Zena Glazerman
Mr. Nachum Golodner & Mrs. Kate Harris-Golodner
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hollander
Mr. Ronald Israel
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kaufman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Karbal
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Knox
Mr. & Mrs. Shel Kolner
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Sherman
Mr. Robert Levin & Mrs. Eileen (Bellsey) Levin
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Littmann
Mr. & Mrs. Renato Ritter
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sample
Mr. & Mrs. David Shapiro
Mr. Jerry Springberg
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Stein

Kol Nidre
Mr. & Mrs. Les Gilbert

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Schwartz

Kol Nidre
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Bernstein
All donations received after the tenth of the month will be
included in next month's publication
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The following businesses help support our Temple! Please make an effort to help support them as well.
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Support our advertisers … they support our Temple.
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